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Prof. Kei Saito is currently a Professor, Graduate School of Advanced Integrated Studies in 
Human Survivability, Kyoto University, Japan.  

Before joining Kyoto University in Oct 2020, he was a tenured Associate Professor (2019-
2020), Senior Lecturer (2016-2018), and Lecturer (2007-2015) at School of Chemistry, 
Monash University, Australia and JST PRESTO researcher (2015-2019), Japan. Before then, 
a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for Green Chemistry, University of Massachusetts Lowell, 
USA (2005-2007) and a Visiting Research Associate at the Graduate School of Science and 
Engineering and at the Faculty of Science and Engineering at Waseda University, Japan 
(2004-2005). He studied Green Chemistry from one of the founders of Green Chemistry, Prof. 
John Warner, while he was at University of Massachusetts Lowell and was the member of the 
ARC Special Research Centre for Green Chemistry at Monash University.  

The focus of his current research relates to the innovative development of new synthetic 
methods for the production of novel sustainable polymeric materials, based on the principles of Green Chemistry and the utilisation 
of these materials in a variety of industrial applications. For example, Prof. Saito has invented new classes of photodegradable 
plastics, self-healing coating materials, and biodegradable plastics derived from wood and filed 2 PCT patents, 5 provisional 
patents and published 3 book chapters and more than 90 papers and in total of ca. $16 M of external research income through 
his career. He has published invited manuscripts in special issues of high impact journals, such as in Green Chemistry [Impact 
factor 9.480] - Special Issue on Sustainable Polymers; ChemCatChem [Impact factor 4.724] - Special Issue on Catalytic 
Conversion of Biomass and Biomass Valorization, and also Chemical Communication [Impact factor 6.718] – Special Issue on 
Emerging Investigators, the latter with only a limited number of selected Mid-Career researchers globally invited.  

Prof. Saito was elected as a Fellow of the Royal Society of Chemistry (UK) for his achievements in 2018. He has supervised 20 
PhD students to completion until now. 
 
Education 
Received his B.E. (2000), M.E. (2002) in Applied Chemistry and Ph.D in Engineering (Polymer Chemistry) (2004) degrees from Waseda 
University, Tokyo, Japan. 
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